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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1-3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) The optical fiber tape according to claim-2 J7, further comprising 
a protective tube covering the position on the tape fiber in which said plurality of optical 
fibers is separated into the predetermined number of optical fiber groups, 

5. (Withdrawn) The optical fiber tape according to claim-^ 2 1, further comprising a 
protective tube covering the position at which said plurality of optical fibers is arranged 
parallel to one another. 

6. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 4, wherein the 
protective tube is fixed to the optical fibers at the fixation section or a position near the 
fixation section. 

7 . (Currently amended) AnnFhe-optical fiber tape A according to olaim 2, fur th er 
comprising: 

a fiber array adapted to be connected to an optical waveguide; 

a fixa tion section; 

a tape fiber including a plurality of tape sections, each tape section produced bv 

aligning a plurality of optical fibers and forming the aligned optical fibers into a tape section, 
said tape sections being fixed to the fiber array, said plurality of optical fibers, at a position 
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between the fiber array and the fixation section, being separated into a predetermined number 
of optical fiber groups which is smaller in number than the number of said plurality of optical 
fibers, said groups being fixed to the fixation section; and 

a rearrangement section for rearranging the optical fibers, said rearrangement section 

being located at the fixation section or a position near the fixation section. 

8. (Currently amended) The optical fiber tape according to claim 4, further comprising: 

a rearrangement s e ction f or rear r anging th e optical fibers, said r e arra n gement se ction 

being looatcd at the fixation section or a position n e ar th e- fixation scotion, and 

a case containing the rearrangement section, with one end of the protective tube fixed 
to one end of the case. 

9. (Currently amended) The optical fiber tape according to claim 4, further comprising: 

0 - rearrang e ment s e ction, fo r r e arranging th e optical fib e r s-sai d rearrang eme nt s e ctio n 

b eing lo cat e d at the fixation s ection or -a po si tion near the fix ati on section, a nd 

a case containing the rearrangement section, with one end of the protective tube fixed 
within the case. 

10. (Withdrawn) The optical fiber tape according to claim-42_L wherein said plurality of 
optical fibers are arranged in a plurality of columns having a plurality of stages. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The optical fiber tape according to claim 1 0, wherein the number of 
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columns is 2 and the number of stages is 2. 

12. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 4, wherein one end of 
the protective tube is fixed. 

13. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 4, wherein the 
protective tube is fixed to optical fibers in the position where the plurality of optical fibers are 
separated. 

14. (Withdrawn) The optical fiber tape according to claim 5, wherein, in the position at 
which said plurality of optical fibers are arranged parallel to one another and are formed into 
a tape, the protective tube is fixed to the optical fiber tape. 

15. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 7, wherein the order 
of arrangement of the optical fibers on an end of the rearrangement section remote from the 
fiber array is identical to the order of arrangement of the optical fibers in the fiber array. 

16. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 4, wherein the 
protective tube is formed of a flame-retardant material. 

17. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 4, wherein the 
protective tube is fixed to the fiber array adjacent the fixation section. 
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1 8. (Currently amended) The optical fiber tape according to claim-2_7, wherein the pitch 
of the optical fibers in the fiber array is half of the pitch of the separated optical fibers at the 
position in the tape fiber between the fiber array and the fixation section. 

19-20. (Canceled) 

2 1 . (Withdrawn) An ft e-optical fiber tape A according to claim 3, farth e r -comprising: 
a fiber array adapted to be connected to an optical waveguide; 

a fixation section: 

a tape fiber including a plurality of tape sections, each tape section produced by 
aligning a plurality of optical fibers and forming the aligned optical fibers into a tape section, 
said tape sections being fixed to the fiber array, said plurality of optical fibers, at a position 
between the fiber array and the fixation section, being separated and arranged parallel to one 
another and being formed into a tape, said tape being fixed to the fixation section: and 

a rearrangement section for rearranging the optical fibers, said rearrangement section 

being located at the fixation section or a position near the fixation section. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Withdrawn) The optical fiber tape according to claim-^ 21, wherein the pitch of the 
optical fibers in the fiber array is half of the pitch of the parallel optical fibers at the position 
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in the tape fiber between the fiber array and the fixation section. 

24. (Currently amended) An optical fiber tape, comprising: 

a fiber array adapted to be connected to an optical waveguide; 
a fixation section;-and 

a tape fiber including a plurality of tape sections, each tape section comprising a 
plurality of optical fibers, said tape sections being fixed to the fiber array, said plurality of 
optical fibers being separated at a position between the fiber array and the fixation section and 
being fixed to the fixation section ; and 

a rearrangement section for rearranging the optical fibers, said rearrangement section 

being located at the fixation section or a position near the fixation section . 

25. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 8, wherein the order 
of arrangement of the optical fibers on an end of the rearrangement section remote from the 
fiber array is identical to the order of arrangement of the optical fibers in the fiber array, 

26. (Previously presented) The optical fiber tape according to claim 9, wherein the order 
of arrangement of the optical fibers on an end of the rearrangement section remote from the 
fiber array is identical to the order of arrangement of the optical fibers in the fiber array. 

27. (Withdrawn) The optical fiber tape according to claim 5, wherein the protective tube 
comprises a flame-retardant material. 
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